POSTING A LOOKOUT PAYS OFF AT PORTE des MORTES, (DEATH’S DOOR)
On the Great Loop Kathy and I were fortunate to meet a couple near Jacksonville, FL that we became friends with, Capt. Larry Smithers and his wife, Ruth. They traveled north with us to Charleston, SC and then later left their boat in Portsmouth, VA. They have now picked up their boat, a 56 ft. Vantare pilothouse, and completed the 2000 mile trip back to Lake Michigan and their new home port of Marinette, WI.

While on their return trip they had an experience they will not soon forget. On June 11, 2007, at about 0615, they pulled anchor at Washington Island and headed out to complete their journey. It was a great day, warm and flat Lake Michigan water. Capt. Smithers monitored a USCG Pan Pan regarding a missing 16 ft. sailboat, Precision, with one 75 year old male on board in the area west of Washington Island. To be on the safe side he and Ruth both used binoculars to scan the water as they traveled on.

At about 0755 hrs., the spotted a white object in the water south of Whaleback Shoal in about 70 ft. of water and decided to alter course to check it out. What they found was a tragedy. They object they had observed was the upside down hull of the 16 ft. sailboat, Precision, reported missing by the USCG. In the crystal clear water they could see the boat was under full sail in the upside down position. After checking they were able to determine that there were no persons on or near the craft. 

Capt. Smithers notified the USCG, by radio and the USCG, Milwaukee by phone. After advising of the situation and location, N45.19.82 W087.11.67, they maintained position until the USCG arrived on scene and relieved them. Capt. Smithers was later notified by the USCG that the body of the Capt. of the vessel was later recovered. 
I wrote this article for two reasons. First I want to commend Capt. Larry Smithers and his wife, Ruth. Through their responsible actions as boaters, it allowed them to bring closure to a family during a tragic loss. They did a great job and as a fellow boater I thank them very much. Secondly, I want to remind everyone of a very important “Rule of the Road” that really applies to this incident.

1. All boats on navigable waters must, in addition to the Capt., keep a lookout posted at all times. 

In this case one boater did not do this and it may, or may not, have contributed to the loss of his life. In the other case the Capt. did do this and it allowed them to recover a lost vessel at sea.
These rules are not new and every boater should and must know them. Let’s all please be careful out there. Our prayers go out to the Capt. of the vessel, Precision and his family and to a very special couple for a job well done.
